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RELIGIOUS FANATICISM: A THREAT TO NIGERIA’S UNITY
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Abstract
Religious fanaticism is an irrational practice of religion in which religionists make use of violence to promote their religious faith and teachings and give this evil practice a religious backing. Fanaticism remained a source of conflict which has brought about loss of lives, destruction of property, political instability, and social unrest. The paper is aimed at reducing the level of religious crises in Nigeria. The paper adopted descriptive phenomenological method. The paper identifies poverty, corruption, colonialism, ethnic and religious politics, and non-acceptance of secular nature of Nigerian state as the causes of religious fanaticism in Nigeria. After a logical analysis of some written work, the paper concluded that religious fanaticism hasdestroyed social peace, security, and disruption of order in Nigeria, many lives and properties were destroyed. The paper recommends among others that government should be separated from religious matters.
Keywords: Fanaticism, extremism, threat, conflict, and unity.

Introduction
In recent times, Nigeria has been gripped by the problem of religious fanaticism. Religious fanaticism is one of the negative aspects of religious practice. According to Iwe (2000), it is the irrational attitude to religion which leads practitioners beyond the bounds of reason and moderation. Religious fanaticism breads intolerant behaviour among religious adherents. Religious fanaticism exists among adherents of Christianity, Islam, and African Traditional Religion in Nigeria.

Nigeria has witnessed violent religious crises since 1980 because of religious fanaticism. These religious crises have affected the development of Nigeria as a nation due to the number of lives and value of properties lost to religious crises. Therefore, Ukaoma and Onunwa (2012) noted that religious crises are a big obstacle to national development across the length and breadth of the Nigerian society. Monotheistic religions of the world have teachings that encourage violent act on the part of practitioners. In support of this Asogwa, (2012) and Ugochukwu, (2015) concluded after analyzing some teachings contained in the Holy books of Christianity and Islam that such teachings encourage fanaticism. For example, Muslims often claim that Islamic religion is the only religion approved by God. Christianity also teaches that Jesus Christ is the only way to God. This belief becomes a recipe for perpetrating violence by religious extremists against people of other religions.

A thorough study of the teachings of monotheistic religions against other religions on violence justifies the claim of Harris (2004), Hitchens (2007) and Heffoman (1993). They believe that
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monotheistic religions have always had inherent violent teachings which translate into religious violence of which religious terrorism is part of. For example, in Islam the concept of qital (war fare) and Jihad (struggle in Allah’s cause) are strongly sanctions in the Quran. For example, in Quran 9:123 it is written “o you who believes fight the unbelievers who are near to you and let them find firmness in you…” also in Quran 2:193 it is written “and fight them (unbelievers) until there is no fitnah (oppression) and religion is for Allah…”. In Surah 3:85 it is written God will not accept any other religion apart from the Islamic religion. Also in surah 35:33 it is stated that the fire of hell awaits all those who refuse to be Muslims. To an extent Christian religion shares in the allegation of fanning the embers of religious fanaticism. For example, in Matt 10:3-35 Jesus’ idea of “bringing a sword and not peace to the earth and John 3:17-18 which reads “… for God sent the son into the world not to condemn the world but that the world might be saved through him. He who believes in him is not condemned, but he who does not believe is condemned already because he has not believed in the name of the only son of God.” These may be a good justification for perpetrating violence against one another by some extremist Christians or Muslims.

As a result of religious fanaticism Muslims /Christian relationship is marked with lack of compatibility in the struggle for domination in both religious and political sphere. This has remained a source of conflict which has brought about loss of lives, destruction of property, political instability and social unrest. This paper therefore examines cases of religious fanaticism in Nigeria, and its effect on Nigeria’s unity with the aim of reducing the level of religious fanaticism in Nigeria.


The Concept of Religious Fanaticism
Religious fanaticism is derived from the Latin word Fanaticus which means something that is inspired by a deity Sutherland 1983 in (Ogbuehi, 2015). Fanaticism also comes from a Latin word Fanum which means a temple. It means religious beliefs that are carried out to the extreme in one’s practical life due to the fact that they are inspired by a deity. According to Ogbonnaya and Ugoha, (2015) it is an irrational practice of religion in which religionists make use of violence to promote their religious faith and teachings and give this evil practice a religious backing. According to Iwe (2000) is irrational attitude to religions which leads practitioners beyond the bounds of reason and moderation. When an adherent or a group of adherents claims to have the best interpretation and understanding of religious teachings and beliefs, religious fanaticism has set in. Religious teachings encourage fanaticism on the part of its adherents. In support of the above statement Iwe (2000) define religious fanaticism as violent and unreasonable religious enthusiasm as well as the inability of religious adherent to harmonies the theoretical and practical aspect of religions.

Categories of Religious Fanaticism
According to Iwe in Eke (2012) religious fanaticism can be categorized into the following:
	The first is the overt religious fanaticism. This type of fanaticism is open, undisguised, and crude which is usually associated with the masses and illiterate rustics. This group of
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fanatics displays their hatred and intolerance openly and they do not pretend about them. They can go to any length to prove that their views override the views of other adherents.
 The second group is the covert or hidden religious fanaticism. This group operates in a stealthy, subtle, and surreptitious manner. It is usually associated with educated and diplomatic elites who indulge in religious prejudice often for selfish, political, and other reasons (Eke, 2012). This group of fanatics does not openly display their intolerance. They are not violent but not friendly. They use any opportunity that comes their way to vent their anger on people of other faiths.

Cases of Religious Fanaticism in Nigeria
Nigeria is a diversified society with the people practicing their major religions. African Traditional Religion, Christianity, and Islam. Nigeria has witnessed over fifty religious’ crises from 1980 to date (Adama, Okafor and Ahmed, 2011). Some examples of religious crises in Nigeria are as follows:


S/N	Date	Town & State	Causes of the Crisis	No. of
Casualties

1	December,1
Kano
Abubakar, Former civilian
About 4,177
Government
980

governor of Kano State used
people were
paid 8 million as


quit notice to
killed
compensation to


MuhammedMaita sine to

the victims.


leave the area illegally




occupied by his group


2	1982
Bukuru
Maita sine sects attack under
40 lives were
Military and

Maiduguri
the same guise of quit notice
lost and property
police were



worth 3 million
used to quell



naira were
the crises



destroyed

3	1984
Jemita and
Maita sine sect attack due to
763 lives were
Military and

Gombe
quite notice
lost and 5,913
police were used



people were
to quell the



displaced
crises
4	April 26,
Bauchi and
Maita sine sect attack due to
More than 100
Government
1985
Gombe
quite notice
people died after
intervened using



about 10 hours
armed force



fighting

5	1986
Ilorin
Muslims attackChristian Palm
None
Government


Sunday procession

intervention
6	May 3,
University
Muslim student society attack
Injures but no
Government
1986
of Sokoto
Christian students
death.VC office set
intervention



on fire

7	1986
University
Uni-Muslim community
None


of Ibadan
oppose the position of




crucifixes on campus


8	1987
Kafachan,
A new Christian convert
Over 19 children
Government

Zaria,Funtu
compares passages in the
killed and 61
intervention

a& Kaduna
Bible and Quran
injured




Response
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9 1990	Kano	Triggered by an Igbo
Christian Gedeon Akaluka who was alleged to have defecated on the Quran

10 1991	Kano	Triggered by Muslim fanatics
who claim to be protesting the Christian religious crusade of Evangelist Rehard Bonke

Many people died and property were destroyed

Peoplechurches and mosque burnt

Government uses police and military to quell the causes Soldier deployed to quell the crises

11 1992	Kaduna	Between Zangokataf
Christian and Zango Muslim

300 people died	Panel of
inquiry was set up

12 1 July, 1999


13 22 July, 1999

14 20th Dec.,
1999


15 21-22 Feb.,
2000

Ogun The crises originated from the inking of a Hausa woman by Oro masquerade for violating
traditional rites
Kano	Reprisal of Sagamu crises above

Kwara		Muslim fundamentalist attacked and displaced 14
checks

Kaduna	Riots over the introduction of
sharia




Casualties figuresnot reported Properties worth several millions of naira were destroyed Estimated 300 people died

Governmentin tervention


Governmentin tervention

Government intervention


Government intervention

16	28
February, 2000

Religious riot in Abia &minor disturbance in Umuahia

Reprisal from Kaduna crises	Over 450 people
killed in Aba

Government intervention

17	7-13 Sept.,
2008


18	16
November, 2002

Jos	A Christian woman attempted
to cross a barricaded street


Kaduna	The miss world crises in
which Muslims attacked Christians and churches

300 people died and a reprisal attack in Owerri, Aba & Umuahia Over 250 people were killed, and several churches destroyed

Obasanjo visited the scene

Government intervention

19 2006	Maiduguri,
in Benin Road, Onisha in Anambra

Reprisal attack by the Igbos because of killing of innocent citizens under the guise of protesting against a publication of Prophet Muhammed by Danish newspaper

Over 50 people died in Maiduguri over 30 churches and hotels were burnt

Governor Niger and Bornu counterparts intervene

20 22 March,
2007

Gombe	Muslim pupils killed their
Christian teacher, Mrs.

Government intervention

 	Ohuwatoyin Olusola	
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21	December
4, 2010

Potiskum	Consequent upon the conversion
of one Catherine of Abbans to Islam
2 
lives were lost	Government
intervention

22 January 17,
2010

Nasarrawa Gurgun

Muslim youths attack Christian’s worshippers on Sunday

Over 100 people died

Government intervention

23	17 March,
2010

24	December
4, 2010

Plateau	Suspected Fulani militia men
attacked resident of Biye and Saten in Jos
Potiskum	Consequent upon the conversion
of Catherin Aban to Islam
3 
persons killed


2 lives were lost	Government
intervention

25	June 29, 2011


26		August 29,2011

Plateau	Muslim Fulani headsmen
launched an overnight attack on a Christian village, Mazah north of the city of Jos
Plateau	Clashes between Christians at
Rukuba road and farin Rada in Jos during the Ramadan prayers

Eight people were killed, including a wife and two children of a pastor No less than 20 persons were killed. 50 injured,
mock 50 vehicles
& 100 motorcycle were burnt

Government intervention


Government intervention


***Source:Adama, Okafor and Ahmed, 2019 with additions and modifications by the author.


Causes of Religious Fanaticism
Some factors that give rise to religious fanaticism in Nigeria include:
· High rate of poverty and corruption in Nigeria has been one of the causes of religious fanaticism in Nigeria. The problem of poverty in Nigeria becomes more intense in Nigeria to the extent that as of April 2014, International Momentary Fund/world Bank ranked Nigeria third on world poverty index. This is because the World Bank says that Nigeria account for 7% of the world poor. The concentration of wealth in few hands has made the situation worse because it creates a big gap between the rich and the poor. The few rich are seen by the poor in the north as corrupt and haughty. This poor condition frequently causes religious fanaticism in Nigeria. To buttress this fact Sulikan quoted Babangida (2011) stated that the rate of poverty in the north helps the spread of religious fanaticism. Corruption is the biggest single problem of Nigeria. During election campaign in 2015. All Progressive Congress stated that the then led government of Goodluck Jonathan was marred by corruption. Situation like this really created favorable atmosphere for the emergence of religious fanaticism in Nigeria.
· Colonialism is another factor. The southern part of the country that was near to the river and ocean had a firm acquaintance with Christianity but not with the north, who, because of the successful application of Lord Lugard’s Policy of Indirect Rule. The colonial government placed embargo on the missionary enterprise in the northern emirate. The refusal of the colonial government caused a bitter sense of feeling from the missionaries who could not evangelize the north. The missionaries started to play one religious group against the other through ethnic-politics, hence the missionaries succeeded in sowing seed
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of discord and disunity among Nigerians with the method of divide and rule policy. When they discovered the success of the policy of indirect rule, they encouraged the land and native right ordinances of 1910 which was aimed at separating the northern ethnic group from the southern. The British not only promoted exploitation of Nigerian state, but equally promoted ethno-religious and cultural difference which has contributed more to fanning the flame of religious violence, because the Muslims fanatics from the north assume their religion is superior to any other religion.
· Another factor that gave rise to religious fanaticism is ethnic and religious politics. Politicians in Nigeria use religious and ethnic sentiments to win votes (Timo, 1995) for example, Buhari called on Muslims to ignore and not to vote for Christians in 2011 election. This statement was not taken kindly by the Christians.
· Nigeria is a secular state according to section 10 of the 1979 and 1999 constitution. The secular nature of the Nigerian state by Muslims insisting that such society is ungodly and unacceptable to them is another factor. Section 10 of the 1979 and 1999 constitution says that “the government of federation or of a state shall not adopt any religion as state religion”. Section 35 of the same constitution also stated that’ every person shall be entitled to freedom of thought, conscience and religions including freedom to change his religion or belief and freedom… to manifest and propagate his religion or belief in worship, teaching, practice and observation (1999). In Nigeria, government is involved in religious affairs. For example, the funding of pilgrimage to Mecca and Jerusalem, setting up of Islamic Affair and Pilgrimage Board. Government spent the sum of N20 million on Muslim for topping the list of pilgrimage to Mecca in 1981 with a total of one hundred thousand people.
· The introduction of Sharia in the northern part of the country compromised the interest and infringed on the right of Christians in those sharia states because they are the minority. This gave rise to crises which led to the death of many people across the country (Eke, 2012).

Religious Fanaticism and Nigeria’s Unity
Nigeria has witnessed over eighteen religious crises in the past twenty five years. When such riots occur, numerous lives are lost and property worth hundreds of millions of naira is destroyed. What is being witnessed in the country today negates the aspiration and the vision of the great Patriots such as Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe, Chief Obafemi Awolowo, Sir. Tafawa Balewa, Sir. Ahmadu Bello, Chief Anthony Enahoro, Herbet Macaulay and so on. Religious crises in Nigeria have not only threatened the unity of Nigeria, but as well the corporate existence of Nigeria as a nation. It also destroys and diminishes the status of Nigeria as a free nation (Ogunjiobi, 2014).

Religious fanaticism has constituted a major disruption of order and distortion on social peace and security. Religious fanaticism has become a cankerworm which breads fear and social psychological disequilibrium with implications on human rights especially the right to life and freedom of religion (Ukande, 2011).
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The harbingers of death and destruction a result of religious fanaticisms has brought anguish and fear to thousands of homes of innocent Nigerians. It has made many children orphans and many women widows. If religious fanaticism is not nipped in the bud now it will definitely tear the fabrics of national unity of Nigeria.

Since religious fanaticism threatens peace, Nigerian’s unity is also threatened. It has become cleared that peace has been disrupted by the activities of religious extremists; human being cannot thrive under unpeaceful atmosphere. As a result of that some Nigerians fled these places of unpeaceful atmosphere to other states which are peaceful and to outside the country.

Due to religious problems in the north, Nigerians from other parts of the country have become skeptical and mindful of going to the northern part of the country for business because of insecurity. The activities of the extremist that lead to religious uproar have bastardised Nigerian image. Nigeria is now perceived as an insecure and unstable for both human habitation and economic activities.
Conclusion
There are religious conflicts in Nigeria. Nigeria has experienced colossal loss politically, economically, and socially because of religious fanaticism. The unity of Nigeria is in terrible jeopardy. A lot of southern Christians who were living in the north are now back to their states. Those who are remaining live daily in gruesome fear of religious crises; this has threatened Nigerian’s unity.

[bookmark: Recommendations]Recommendations
1. Government should only advice where and when necessary and, should not be totally engrossed in religious matter.
2. There is need for proper orientation of the masses who believe that religion can be manipulated to achieve political gains.
3. Nigeria’s security agencies should strive to cooperate and collaborate in intelligence sharing of security information.
4. Media should not exaggerate events or happenings to avoid religious problem.
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